PROCEEDINGS OF THE BROWN COUNTY
VETERANS’ RECOGNITION SUBCOMMITTEE

Pursuant to Section 19.84, Wis. Stats., a regular meeting of the Brown County Veterans’ Recognition
Subcommittee was held on Tuesday, December 18, 2012 at 5:00 p.m., in Room 201 of the Northern
Building, 305 E. Walnut Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin.

PRESENT: Chair Bernie Erickson, Jim Haskins, Duane Pierce, Sherry Steenbock, Jerry Polus,

Rosemary Desisles, John Walschinski, Joe Witkowski, Carl Soderberg, Mike Egan

**Running Total of Veterans’ Certificates: 1407

1.

Call Meeting to Order.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bernie Erickson at 5:00 p.m.

Invocation by Jim Haskins.

Approve/Modify Agenda.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY SHERRY STEENBOCK, SECONDED BY DUANE PIERCE TO
APPROVE THE AGENDA. VOTE TAKEN. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Approve/Modify Minutes of November 20, 2012.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JIM HASKINS, SECONDED BY ROSEMARY DESISLES TO
APPROVE THE MINUTES. VOTE TAKEN. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Mike Egan — President MOAA — Community Blueprint Project.

Mike Egan, President of the local MOAA Chapter, gave a presentation regarding the
Community Blueprint Project. A copy of the Power Point is attached. A question and
answer session followed the presentation.

Brown County Fair — 2013 Veterans’ Appreciation Day Discussion.

CVSO Jerry Polus stated this was put on the agenda so the date for the 2013 Veterans’
Appreciation Day at the Fair can be ascertained. He felt it may be appropriate to call
Ron Van Dyck from the Fair to establish the date so that plans can be made and
entertainment can be booked. This will be discussed further at the next meeting of this
Subcommittee.

Chair Erickson felt that the tent event held in 2012 was very successful and the same
format could be used again in 2013. Pierce also stated that he heard very positive
comments about the format for the event and further indicated that the Desert Vets
indicated they would like to be included in the tent next year. Pierce also stated that
Rolling Thunder would like to do their table ceremony again.

Report from CVSO Jerry Polus.

Polus reported on Veterans’' Court and stated the program is highly active and there are
currently 10 participants with another six pending. He also stated that the Veterans’
Court team will be attending a week long training session in Buffalo, New York next year
funded by a grant. Polus stated that Buffalo is recognized as one of three major
veterans’ treatment courts in the US and Brown County has been selected as one of 30
groups who have a Court to participate in the training program. Polus reminded the
Subcommittee that court is held on Friday afternoons at 3:00 p.m. before Judge Kelley.



10.

Report from Committee Members Present.

-Bernie Erickson stated that on December 19 the County Board will vote on the sale of
the property adjacent to the old Mental Health Center to a group that plans on building a
52 unit veterans complex. The details of this are nearly finalized and Erickson felt the
sale should pass the County Board with no problems. Construction would take place in
the spring and should take about a year to complete. This complex will be located
across the street from the new Veterans’ Clinic. The facility will be supervised and
Erickson felt it was a good fit for the property and the community

Erickson also had pictures to share of the Veterans’ Museum in Hermansville, Michigan
that he referred to at the last meeting.

-Jim Haskins stated that with a lot of hard work and perseverance Channel 5 finally gave
the Subcommittee some recognition by attending the last meeting. Channel 5 also
interviewed Jim Haskins by the Veterans’ Memorial near the Arena on November 11
about Veterans Day Off With Pay. Haskins also stated that he went to the Channel 5
studio recently and was interviewed about the veterans housing complex project that
Erickson spoke of earlier.

Haskins also reported on the Veterans Day Off With Pay proposal and stated that he
had spoken with Senator Dave Hansen recently and he then received a letter from
Senator Hansen which Haskins read to the Subcommittee. Hansen'’s letter indicated
that he planned to reintroduce the legislation when the session reconvenes in January
and the letter went on to state that Hansen appreciated Haskins’ work on this issue.

Finally, Haskins read an article to the Subcommittee on the Veterans in Piping program.
Under this program unions help veterans train for high paying welding jobs.

-Duane Pierce wished the Subcommittee a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. He
also indicated that the New England Patriots is the first NFL team who has designated a
POW chair in their stadium. He stated that several other teams have discussed doing
this also.

-Sherry Steenbock indicated that there were no new certificates this month. She also
asked Carl Soderberg, Field Representative from Reid Ribble’s office, if he could do
anything to help get the Veterans Day Off With Pay proposal passed, but Soderberg
stated that although Ribble would be in favor of this, he would probably not want to “step
on the turf’ of Senator Hansen.

-John Walschinski also wished the group a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Such Other Matters as Authorized by Law.

Bernie Erickson wished the Subcommittee a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Adjourn.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY JIM HASKINS, SECONDED BY DUANE PIERCE TO
ADJOURN AT 6:01 P.M. VOTE TAKEN. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,

Therese Giannunzio, Recording Secretary
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